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AFFIDAVIT 
CKADA  KEISUKE 


Having  first  duly  sworn  an  oath  as  on  the  attached  sheet, 
in  accordance  with  th'j  procedure  prevailing  in  my  country,  I 
hereby  doposo  as  follows: 

1.  I  camo  to  know  Mr.  To;;5  Shigenori  around  193U,  when  I 
was  Premier  and  he  was  Director  of  the  European- Asiatic  Bureau 
of  the  Foreign  Ministry.  Sinco  than  I  have  talked  with  Mr. 

Togo  on  various  occasions,  and  exchanged  viows  on  various  pro¬ 
blems.  Especially  after  ho  became  Foreign  Minister  in  the 
Toj3  Cabinet  in  October  I9I1.I  there  was  frequent  contact  between 
him  and  mo  directly  and  indirectly  not  only  while  he  was  Foreign 
Minister  but  even  after  he  resigned  from  the  ministership.  In 
April  19^5,  when  e«r.  Togo  was  entering  the  Suzuki  Cabinet,  he 
called  on  mo  to  explain  his  position  and  requested  my  opinion. 

2.  At  the  time  of  the  London  Naval  Disarmament  Conference 
of  I93I4.- 1935  I  was  Premier  and  Mr.  T3g5  was  Director  of  the 
European- Asiatic  Bureau  of  the  Foreign  Ministry.  I  learned  at 
that  time  from  the  officers  concerned  that  Mr.  T3g5  was  opposed 
to  the  position  of  the  Navy  and  carried  on  heated  arguments  with 
the  Navy  over  such  problems  as  the  common  upper  limit,  the  abro¬ 
gation  of  the  Washington  Treaty,  and  tho  exchange  of  information 
on  naval  ship-building. 

3.  Toward  the  end  of  October  19Ul,  Foreign  Minister  Togo 
urged  that,  as  tho  opinion  of  the  Navy  was  unyielding  and  it  was 
lilcoly  that -a  Japanese- American  war  would  ensue  if  things  were 
loft  alone,  I  as  a  veteran  of  tho  Navy  3heuld  contribute  my 
efforts  promptly  to  moderate  the  opinion  of  the  Navy.  Thereupon, 

I  immediately  requested  Admirals  Kobayashi  Solzo  and  Toyoda 
Teijiro  to  come  to  .ay  house,  and  conferred  with  them.  I  do  not 
remember  the  result. 

1}.  I  have  long  recognized  tho  importance  of  diplomatic 
affairs,  and  it  has  been  my  belief  that  the  choice  of  Foreign 
Minister  was  the  most  important  next  to  that  of  Premier.  Es¬ 
pecially  after  the  conclusion  of  the  Tripartite  Alliance  in 
September  19^0<  it  was  my  sincere  desire  to  have  a  Foreign  Mini¬ 
ster  who  was  a  lover  of  peace  and  would  be  earnest  in  negotiations 
with  the  United  States,  in  order  that  wo  might  go  through  that 
critical  period  without  becoming  entangled  in  tho  war.  After  de¬ 
liberation  I  canu  te  the  conclusion  that  Mr.  T3g5  was  the  best, 
and  I  talked  about  it  to  my  friends  and  acquaintances.  Especially 
in  October  19l*l,  immediately  before  the  establishment  of  the 
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o.J?5  Cabinet,  I  told  Lord  Keeper  Kldo  this.  I  recommended  Mr. 

3g3  because  I  hid  known  that  Mr.  T5g5,  since  the  time  when  ho 
is  Dir*  ctor  of  the  Luropean-Asiatic  Bureau,  had  entertained 
oiorate  opinions  and  favored  international  cooperation  ovar  such 
.ratters  as  'European  and  American  questions,  the  China  question 
and  t ha  disarmament  problem;  that  after  he  became  Ambassador  he 
’  id  beer,  opposed  to  tho  strengthening  of  tha  vnti-Commintern 
I  act  or  the  Tripartite  Alliance,  oven  though  he  was  stationed 
In  Germany;  end  that  after  ho  had  returned  from  the  Soviet 
' olon  he  had  been  keenly  interested  in  the  success  of  tha 
Japaneso-Ainerican  negotiations.  v*hon  the  T5J5  Cabinet  was  or¬ 
ganized,  Mr.  Tbgo  insisted  that  he  could  not  accept  the  post  of 
’oreign  .Minister  unlass  tha  new  Cabinet  would  striva  for  the 
success  of  tha  Japaneso-Amerioan  negotiations.  He  resigned  from 
the  post  on  account  of  his  opposition  to  the  establishment  of 
the  Creator  jJast  Asia  Ministry.  Thereafter  it  was  his  sincore 
desire  that  the  war  should  bo  terminated  as  soon  as  possible,  and 
when  the  Suzuki  Cabinet  was  formed,  be  contended  strongly  for  the 
prompt  ending  of  tho  war  and  entered  the  cabinet  on  that  condition. 
These  instances  show  how  intensa  is  i*r.  Togo's  aspiration  for 
paaco. 


5.  \ftor  Mr.  T5g5  resigned  from  the  Forairn  Ministership 
In  the  autumn  of  19L2,  he  often  related  to  me  that  the  policy  of 
"ar-diraction  of  the  i'5jo  Cabinet  v/as  not  proper  and  that  there- 
ora  the  continuation  of  the  cabinet  was  not  In  tha  interest  of 
a  country  nor  favorable  for  tha  termination  of  the  war. 

t  * 

0  A  T  H 

In  accordance  with  my  conscience  I  swear  to  tell  the  whole 
;ruth,  withholding  nothing  and  adding  nothing. 


Okada  Kaisuke 


On  this  2nd  day  of  January,  1 9^' 7 
At  Tokyo 

Okada  Keisuke  (seal) 


I,  Nlshi  Haruhiko,  hereby  certify  that  the  above  statement 
was  sworn  to  by  the  deponent,  who  affixed  his  signature  and  seal 
thereto  in  the  presence  of  this  witness. 


Jn  the  same  date 


Nlshi  Haruhiko 


Translation  Certificate 


I,  iiishi  Haruhiko,  of  tho  Defense,  hereby  certify  that  I  am 
conversant  with  tha  English  and  Japanese  languages,  and  that  the 
foregoing  is,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief,  a  correct 
translation  of  the  original  document. 


Nlshi  Haruhiko 


Tokyo 

2  January  19^7 
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